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examine the caecum. The caecum is the appendix and is a two-pouched blind sac or gut located near the lower portion of the bowel. In coccidiosis this part of the intestines is often greatly enlarged and filled with bloody material The blind gut is also a favorite place for blackhead to begin. In this disease the caecum is much enlarged and filled with yellow cheesy material. The gizzard frequently contains many foreign bodies such as tacks, nails, glass, or short pieces of wire. The crop should not be forgotten because many young chicks and turkeys die from impaction or matting with balls of dry grasses. The head may show evidence of roup by the swelling of the eyelids. When these are glued together, a large quantity of pus may be found underneath. The jawrs are split and the inside of the mouth, throat, and windpipe is examined for signs of canker or diphtheria. This should complete a good post-mortem examination. With the appearance of the insides of the birds well in mind, the owner may then read descriptions of some of the common diseases of fowls and have a reasonable chance of recognizing them.
It is customary to feed various poultry tonics to an ailing bird or a flock that has dropped in egg production. Some make a practice of feeding the laying flock cayenne pepper in the hope that it will increase egg laying. It is emphasized at this time that nothing will increase egg production other than proper housing and good feeding. Artificial stimulants are unnecessary and never advised. Money spent on such preparations is wasted.
Drugs and other chemicals are often put in the drinking water of chickens. This is usually done to control a certain disease or as a preventative. As a rule, the material dissolved in the water has an attractive color which adds nothing to its effectiveness. This type of medication is worthless in the control of tuberculosis, blackhead, roup, white diarrhea, fowl cholera, worms, coccidiosis, lice, or mites.
Many poultrymen use the term bowel trouble to describe a specific disease in their flocks. It should be understood